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to turn out for the passing automobile. The animals are being driven
to the high mountains to graze during the summer.
In Switzerland the high meadows, or "alps," have given their name
to the world's most famous mountains. Every summer when the snows
disappear many people from the valleys move with their herds and flocks to
chalets or huts among the flowery meadows near the snowline. There
they spend the summer caring for the cows and making butter and cheese.
Such a life may be pleasant for a while, but it so lonely and unstimu-
lating that it hampers progress. Nowadays it is declining.
(5) Tree Crops on Slopes versus Cereals on Plains. In many respects
tree crops are to the mountains what grain crops are to the plains. The
world's most important food products are the cereals, including rice, corn,
wheat, rye, barley, and oats, but these are not adapted to slopes. Even
with good soil, their average value per acre is relatively small compared
with such crops as potatoes, tobacco, or oranges. Hence, in order to get
a good living, especially if he raises wheat, rye, barley, and oats, each
farmer must cultivate a large acreage. He can do this only if he uses
machinery. On slopes such machines as gang plows, seeders, mowing
machines, and harvesters cannot readily be used.
With trees the situation is different. Although people often forget it,
trees furnish not only fruit, but also important food crops such as nuts,
olives, berries, and forage seeds. In America this source of wealth is as
yet little appreciated, but in the countries around the Mediterranean
Sea it is highly important. Many kinds of trees grow quite as well
upon hillsides as on plains. The rockiness of the soil makes little differ-
ence in their cultivation, for the land does not have to be plowed.
Moreover, since there is no plowing, the soil is not washed away so easily
as where the crops are planted anew each year. The roots of the trees
hold the soil in place, while their leaves increase its depth.
Because of these conditions tree crops are highly profitable in regions
of rugged relief. For example, in France and Italy rough, rocky hill-
sides planted with chestnut trees are often worth much more per acre
than our best wheat lands. Walnuts, chestnuts, beechnuts, pecan nuts,
filberts, and butternuts all furnish excellent food for man and can be
raised on steep slopes. So, too, can the olive, which furnishes the best
of vegetable oils.
Acorns, likewise, grow admirably on steep slopes. Although acorns
are not a particularly good food for man, the Kurds in Turkey often
grind them into flour for bread. For pigs they are excellent. Great
herds are fattened on them in the mountains of Yugoslavia. In Spain
pigs are also turned into the chestnut orchards to fatten on the nuts that
drop while the crop is being harvested. Sometimes the orchards are

